
             Hi All, 
This is our final newsletter for this year. It is a bumper edition as we had an action packed third
term in school. 
Last week, we welcomed our new 3rd Classes over to visit the school and meet their new
teachers. 
This week, we said goodbye to our 6th classes and wished them well for the next chapter in
their school life. We are sad to see them go and want to thank them for being such a fantastic
part of our school community. 
Thank you to all our pupils for an amazing year. Special thanks to all our teachers and SNAs and
to Anne and Kate in the office, David our caretaker and Barbara, our Covid Assistant, for all their
hard work during the year. 
We would also like to thank all of the parents and families for their great support this year. A
huge thank you to all the parent volunteers in the Parents’ Association who ran the Book Fair,
the Spring Day, the Uniform sale and the Virtual Cycle to name but a few events. They give so
much energy, enthusiasm and support to the school; lift our spirits and raise much needed
money for our many projects. Many thanks to those who are moving on from the Parents’
Association this year as their children are finishing 6th class. If anyone would like to get involved,
please contact holyfamilyparentsassociation@gmail.com
I hope everyone has a good summer break and comes back refreshed for 31st August 2022. 
Hope you enjoy this latest newsletter. Thank you to Ms. Leonard who produces the newsletter
each term. It is always a wonderful read. 
Enjoy the summer!
Kind regards, 
Geraldine Gowen 
Principal 

 
 

Africa Day

The children from 3rd class celebrated
Africa Day by learning a dance called the
'Jerusalema' and performing it all together
in the yard. They had been practising for a
few weeks. Everyone had so much fun
coming together to dance! The
'Jerusalema' song is by South African
producer Master KG and is performed by
Nomcebo. The song is in the Zulu
language. The dance became a viral
challenge during Lockdown and even An
Garda Síochána took part! 

Summer 2022

Newsletter produced by Ms Leonard
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Confirmation 2022
                                           
On May 24th and 25th, our eight 6th classes were confirmed by Fr. Des and Fr. Sajeev. Ms.
Walsh’s class and Ms. Fallon’s class were confirmed at the first ceremony, followed by Ms.
Hanley’s and Ms. Davitt’s classes at the second ceremony. The next day, Mr. Duffy’s class, Mr.
Maher’s class and Mr. O’ Driscoll’s class were confirmed at the third ceremony followed by
Mr. Mc Donald’s class and Ms. Donnelly’s class at the fourth ceremony. Ms. Reynolds, Ms.
Byrne, Ms. White, Ms. Marks, Ms. Gross, Ms. Curtin and Ms. Curran supported all of the 6th
classes during the preparation for Confirmation and on the day itself. All of the staff involved
supported their students with The Enrolment Ceremony, The Service of Light, The Sacrament
of Reconciliation, preparation for Confirmation and of course the wonderful cross stitch
which was displayed at the back of the church.

The students were so respectful and engaged during all of the ceremonies. The singers and
readers from 6th class were excellent. The choir added greatly to the occasion. They sang
beautifully led by Ms. Halpin and accompanied by Ms. Walsh on the keyboard. The choir was
made up of Ms. Halpin’s class and Ms. Rose Nel’s class. Huge thanks to all for the wonderful
music and singing.

There was great collaboration between the parish team and the school. The parish team led
by Fr. Des and supported by Fr. Sajeev, Sr. Josephine Stephanie, Grace and many other
volunteers from the parish ensured the children and their families had a very special day.
Special thanks to Anne and Kate in the school office who worked very hard to ensure the
Confirmation ceremonies went smoothly. Ms. Kearney coordinated the collaboration
between school and parish. Ms. Gowen congratulated all of the students and thanked all of
the parents, the parish team and the staff for their ongoing support in preparing students
for the sacrament of Confirmation.

Wonderful 

Cross stitch



How Rainbows can help?
Gives children and young people an opportunity to
explore and talk about their shared experiences of
loss following bereavement, parental separation or
divorce.
Supports children and young people to put words
on their feelings as they begin to make sense of the
changes and loss in their lives.  Children and young
people often avoid their feelings, push them away
and/or cover them up. 
Allows a shared experience/identification with
other's feelings in a similar situation.  "I'm not the
only one"
Builds a place of trust that frees a child/young
person to feel safe to talk and share feelings,
concerns, hurts, pain, struggles.  Children and
young people often try and protect their parents
from real feelings.
Provides support to begin to understand why they
feel the way they do.
Fosters the rebuilding of self-esteem, trust,
confidence and resilience. 
Contributes to a process of adapting and adjusting
following a significant change and loss as a result of
a bereavement, parental separation and divorce. 

Acknowledgement - Being
heard
Positive affirmation -
Being believed 
Validation - What a child
says matters and is
accepted. 

Provides a safe and trusted
space of deep listening.  A
space of total
acknowledgement, validation,
affirmation and acceptance of
feelings.

Rainbows is currently running in the school and the
programme runs until the middle of June.
We will offer the programme again in December 2022.
We are fortunate to have a large team of trained facilitators on
the staff who are dedicated to supporting students who enrol
in the Rainbows Programme.

Miriam Kearney
Rainbows Coordinator



Volunteer
 

Give back

CONG RA T U L A T I O N S
O n  y o u r  g r a d u a t i o n

GRADUATIONGRADUATIONGRADUATION

We would like to wish 
Paddy Mc Guirk 

all the very best of luck in his
retirement.  Paddy has served our

school so well in his years as
caretaker and now it's time for him

to take a well earned rest.  
Have a brilliant retirement Paddy.   

                        Local TD, Minister Joe O'Brien, visited Holy Family SNS recently to present     
Ms Donnelly's 6th class with Localise Graduation certificates and volunteer pins. The
school was highly commended for raising 6,500 euro for local families before Christmas.
Localise director, Derek Cleary congratulated them on their hard work and encouraged
them to continue to volunteer when in secondary school. Evan Meaghar and Ella
O'Reilly spoke on what volunteering for Localise meant to them. Representatives from
all 6th classes were also in attendance, including Evan Wilson from Ms Walsh's class,
who raised the most money individually. Minister Joe O'Brien told the children how he
started volunteering at an early age as well - maybe we have some budding politicians
in our midst!!



SIGNS OF SPRING (by Norah Abraham)
 

Spring is here. The wind blows sweeter and calmer.
The heavy rain clouds are clearer. The sky is bluer than ever and the weather is warmer and cooler.

It’s looking so pleasant. I wish it stayed like this forever.
And the Sun was shinier and brighter than before!

 
The chirping birds return to their precise habitat.

A round of swallows that migrated to the south has travelled back to the north.
The bevies of swans have settled back on the still water.

The flock of pigeons has stopped their flights and settled back in.
The gloomy meadow was now brim full of orange, pink and purple wild flowers.

The dark brown bare trees turning into beautiful richly coloured trees with elegant soft green leaves.
The scent of pine and blooming flowers was thick in the air.

The vivid flowers gave the garden a radiant view.
All the children back to playing with their wonderful friends having fun just like they used to!!!

 

Too good to miss..

SIGNS OF SPRING (by Alannah Duffy)
I wake up to the breath-taking sound of the flowing stream down by the field.

The more I awake the more I come to my senses.
I can see and hear everything. The big bright sun beaming down on my face, the faint splashes from

the mother duck guiding her ducklings down the crooked stream, the bees collecting pollen and
buzzing back to their grand beehive.

You can see the magnificent swans glide across the lake.
You can hear the humming-bird singing to her children.

You can feel the new atmosphere all these things are bringing to the new spring air.
The trees are no longer bare, in fact their new green leaves are dancing as if it’s the last time.

But the thing that makes me smile most is the children outside having the time of their life and
laughing to their hearts content while playing all their favourite spring games.

SIGNS OF SPRING (by Aaron Leung)
Spring has fallen upon us. There are clear signs of it, even in our big city.

The wind blows softer and warmer. The small patches of clouds, float gently across the sky.
The deep blue sky filling with excited chirping and singing.

The sun is rising sooner and shining brighter every day.
There are small differences we can see in the birds as well.

The pigeons breast feathers growing bigger and more colourful.
The sparrows busily constructing their nests on top of buildings.

The ducks and swans fighting off any human who came near their homes.
The grass in the green is taller and livelier.

The slight green specks of leaves, dancing in the wind.
The dandelions are missing getting picked and blown by little children.

There are small patches of colourful flowers dotted across the parks and greens.
The clearest sign of spring is the children hopping outside with their chalk and playthings.

The play season is here.



The boys' football team got off to a great start in their Fingal League campaign with a hard
fought win against Mary Mother of Hope. There followed two more convincing wins against
Ashbourne’s Gaelscoil na Cille and St. Declan’s, and after receiving a walk-over in their last
two games, the boys were in the final, where they would once again face St. Declan’s! 
There was great excitement and hard training over the next two weeks and on the 31st of
May, they travelled to Parnell Park along with the Girls' team, which was a proud day for
the school. After a strong first half, the boys were unlucky to only be level at half-time.
They started the second-half well and opened up a small lead but a flurry of goals for St
Declan’s killed all momentum and the boys were unable to claw the game back as St.
Declan’s continued to hammer home the goals at every given opportunity. It was a bitterly
disappointing end to a very enjoyable year but the boys represented the school
fantastically and did themselves and the school proud! Across the year more than 30 boys
lined out for the team and each one played their part in a very positive season!

 

Croke 
Park

Camogie 
Final

                 It was an amazing opportunity to play
in Croke Park and to captain the team on the
day.  Every one of the girls played amazingly and
even though the end result didn't go our way,
the team kept their heads held high and proud
when we received the medals we all worked so
hard for.  It was an experience I know myself and
the girls will never forget.   It's been such a
fantastic year for girls sports within the school
and I am so happy and proud to have been part
of it.

Camogie Final Captain
Holly O Grady

Boys' Football Team Reach Parnell Park

A big thank you to
Krystian Gancarz who

was the team
photographer for the

finals in 
Parnell Park. Check

out some of the
amazing action shots

he captured!
 



Thank you to LLS Electrical
We would like to say a huge thank you once again to LLS

Electrical for their extremely generous sponsorship of the School
teams. Their sponsorship provided the teams with another new

set of jerseys as well as some much needed footballs and
equipment. 

   Senior 
      Girls' 
         Football
The senior girls' football team were back in Parnell Park for a second time this year when
they reached the final of the Fingal league. The girls played against Rolestown N.S and like
their first trip to Parnell Park they left nothing on the field. They put on an outstanding
performance and brought the silverware home once more for Holy Family SNS. This girls'
team is an extremely talented and committed bunch of players and I have no doubt it is not
the last we will hear of them in the GAA world. We would like to thank the girls for giving us
such an enjoyable sporting year in Holy Family SNS. The teachers and students have been
immensely proud of the team and all of their achievements.  A big thank you to their
coaches Ms. Fitzsimons, Ms. Walsh and Ms.Donnelly. We would also like to take the
opportunity to thank the parents and all the coaches at St.Finian's club for their continued
support and encouragement. Best of luck to the girls as they begin their next chapter in
secondary school!

THANKTHANKTHANK
YOUYOUYOU

Design a jersey competition
There was a competition this month to design the next set of
jerseys for the school teams. It was €2 to enter and using an

online kit builder you had to create a jersey using the colours
navy, maroon and white. There were over 150 amazing entries
and a shortlist of finalists were chosen by the school coaches.

After a very close vote, a winner was chosen and that was
Rebecca Bayley from Mr. McDonald’s 6th class. The competition

raised over €300 towards the new jerseys which will have
Rebecca’s winning design. Rebecca will also receive her jersey

as the prize that she will be able to wear with pride! Thank you
to all who took part!

 



Active Schools Week
Ms. Quinn's class had a great time
during Active Schools Week. 
They participated in the virtual cycle,
jogged 2km, went on a mindful walk,
did lots of different exercises  and
here they are doing basketball in
the community centre.

4th Class had a
great time on their

school tour.
The Crystal Maze
was a very active

finale to our 
Active Schools Week

Chess Club in Holy Family

Naul Cycle
Congratulations to all the 6th class

students who completed their cycle to
The Naul  today.  What an amazing
achievement.  Huge thanks to Mr.

Duffy and all his team for getting them
there and back safely. 

Well done everyone.ACTIVE TRAVEL



I N

The school was absolutely delighted
to be represented by Addison Cahill
in this year's Friendship Games.
Addison’s Dublin team were
victorious against Antrim and
Addison made a fantastic
contribution, kicking two lovely
points. The school is very proud of
her and no doubt it won’t be the
last time we see her in the blue of
Dublin!

Congratulations Addison

Congratulations Katelynn
Well done and big congratulations are in
order for Katelynn Wilson Daniels in 6th
class, who won the inaugural 'Gradam Sean
Rock' as this year's Cumann na mBunscol
top scorer in football across Dublin.
Katelynn was presented the award by all-
time top scorer Dean Rock himself. Dean
gave Katelynn some valuable advice for the
future, which no doubt she won't forget. 
What a great achievement for Katelynn, the
school and St. Finian's Parish!

This year, Ms. Halpin liaised with SK Biotek in Swords and entered
the school in a science competition. There were two categories in
this competition.

 
3rd-4th class: Think of a problem in the world and how you

would use science to fix it.
 

5th-6th class: Write up an experiment you undertook.
 

We had winners this year in both categories. Aidan Boyd and
James Cullen from Mr. Mc Donald's class and Chloe Ryan from Ms.
Mc Donagh's class. 
The school was awarded €1,000 in science equipment thanks to
all their hard work. Well done guys.

S K  B I O T E K



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
When we returned to school after the Easter holidays we held trials for our relay teams and
had eight teams selected to represent us in Santry. We began relay practice immediately and
went over to the field every day for training. Three weeks before the races, we were
informed that four of our teams couldn’t take part as they were running a restricted
programme. That left us with the U/12’s and U/14’s boys and girls teams. 
When we were given the date for the competition, it was on the same day of the 5th class
tour. Five of the six girls on the U/12 teams couldn’t compete. We moved some of the girls
who were on the U/11 team up to the U/12 team so that they would have the opportunity to
race. We were now looking forward to bringing four teams to Santry on the 31st of May. On
Friday 27th of May, we were told that the senior boys and girls would be taking part in the
Fingal football finals which were clashing with the Santry sports. With the number of pupils
who would not be able to go to Santry we only had one full team! 
We decided to go back to the children and ask those who had made the finals of our trials
would they like to travel to Santry. We managed to fill all four teams so it was possible to
travel to Santry Stadium.
The children travelled on Dublin Bus and even though they had a great day out, neither of
the teams made the finals. The school would like to thank Mr. Mc Donald and Mr. Mc
Donagh for training the teams and also to Ms. Mc Carron who travelled with the teams on
the day. Mr. Lynch, who had trained the teams for many years, turned up on the day to give
support to the children. 

The girls' soccer team played two friendly matches this 
term. Cara Gaffney (6th class, Ms. Hanley) captained the team 
on both occasions. Watch out Katie McCabe!
Despite the absence of many players due to G.A.A clashes, the girls put on a great team
performance in their opening match of the short season. They played against Rush
National School with impressive debuts from many players. The girls should be very proud
of themselves. The future of women’s soccer is bright judging from the talent to be seen at
Holy Family Senior National School!  
In their second and final home match, the girls fell to a heartbreaking 4-3 defeat against
Pope John Paul II National School. There were so many positives to take from their
performance, with goals from Beth Collins (4th class, Ms. Quinn) and Emma Faughnan (6th
class, Ms. Fallon). Their narrow defeat to Malahide was quickly overshadowed when the
team realised they had a special spectator watching from the sideline - Irish International
and Birmingham City player Jamie Finn. The girls had great fun chatting to Jamie and
gained an insight into the life of a professional football player in the Women’s Super
League. Jamie inspired the girls to work hard and chase their dreams. 
Keep an eye out for Jamie and the Republic of Ireland Women’s National Team as they
continue their FIFA Women’s World Cup 2023 qualifying campaign on the 27th of June
away to Georgia. Come on you girls in green! 

Girls Soccer Team

Cumann na mBunscoil Santry Sprints and Relays



Ms. Walsh 3rd Class

Litter             Pickers

In May, Ms. Walsh's 3rd class learned all about Egypt. We used clay to make our
own versions of King Tutankhamun. We also mummified a few apples. We
transformed ourselves into pharaohs in another activity. We loved learning about
Egypt.

In Irish this year, we used a lot of games to make learning Irish easier and way
more fun. Here is a picture of one of the games we played. We also became Gaeilge
authors when we wrote and illustrated our books about clothes and the weather
or Éadaí agus Aimsir as Gaeilge. 

In art, we also did some artist studies. One of the artists we studied was Keith
Haring. We created our own versions of his work and they turned out really cool. 



PlayWorks:
 

Sixth class students were very busy in term
three as they carried out PlayWorks activities
for the different year groups every lunchtime. 

Some examples of playworks activities included
Tin Can Alley, Limbo, Bean Bag Toss, 4 Square,
Dominoes and Chess. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed taking part in
the activities and always looked forward to the
day when their yard would have them. Well
done to the sixth class students who
volunteered their time and carried out their
task with great leadership and commitment. 
We look forward to more PlayWorks activities
next year!

Miss Walsh's 6th class have been busy
working on topics of their choice and have
all been timetabled for 'Teach the Teacher

Day' where they have an opportunity to take
over and teach their peers a short lesson.

3rd Class had a brilliant day
on their school tour to
Crystal Maze. They took part
in lots of team building
activities and ended with a
walk in a river! Their last
school tour was in Senior
Infants so the excitement for
the day was through the roof!
A great day was had by all!

3rd Class Tour3rd Class Tour



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3rd Class Sports Day
To finish off Active Schools Week in school, 3rd classes had their sports day on
17th June. Pupils competed in relay races, egg and spoon, wellie throw, three
legged race, wheelbarrow race, soccer and basketball. We got lucky with the

weather and a great day was had by all!!

In May,  the boys and girls in Ms Ralph’s 3rd Class used clay to make door hangings
for their room at home. They made the first letter of their name in cursive writing to go
on top. We had finished learning all of the cursive writing letters so it was a great way
to end off all our work on joined writing! We also learned how to write invitations to
others, including all the details and the RSVP. We wrote invites to each other to our

class picnic and had the picnic in the classroom when the weather didn’t work out. We
still had a lot of fun!

We have been so lucky this year
to have gotten back to some of

our coaching that we had before
Covid. Coach Aisling worked with
our school every Wednesday and
coaches classes in GAA football

and hurling. Each class had 4
sessions with Aisling over on the
Astro Pitch and everyone had a

lot of fun. Thanks so much to
Coach Aisling!

GAA coaching in 3rd Class



 
The students at Holy Family SNS have been continuing to work hard on improving

their cursive handwriting. Every month, there has been a competition for each year
group. We have had some beautiful entries and overall there have been twenty-two
lucky winners. Well done to everyone on making such a great effort throughout the

year. The teachers have noticed a huge improvement in all classes. Keep up the
good work!

 
 
 
t

Holy Family SNS has made some great strides in the area of digital
learning over the past two years. Pre 2020, we had a computer room
with 16 aging PCs and some classrooms equipped with one student
PC. Each class had a once per week time slot in the computer room. 
Today, we have a class set of iPads and two class sets of
Chromebooks. The devices are stored in secure charging stations
and are brought to classrooms in purpose made baskets.
The improved access to digital devices has been of great benefit to
our pupils and teachers. Children can for example research a
science topic, practise a maths skill, take photos or a video for a
project. 
Each child has their own Google Workspace account and can save
their work in their ‘Digital School Bag’ during their time in Holy
Family S.N.S.  
Some of the 3rd classes recently created and presented ‘Egypt’
projects and Invention Fact Files on Google Classroom. 

 
 

Our 
Handwriting 

Winners

Digital   Learning

Using the 
chromebooks

in 4th Class



 
Congratulations

 

A huge thank you to Guilherme and his Mam Flavia for
putting on a huge feast for the 6th class student's
graduation.  Flavia organised badges, balloons, goodies
and treats.   She baked some really delicious cakes and
buns for all the children in 6th class.  Thank you Flavia. 

https://desserttable.ie

Hmmmm
Tasty 

Class of



Art GalleryArt GalleryArt Gallery

Our newest students
We have some new

students in our school. Some
seagull chicks that hatched in

June.  Carefully minded by
their parents and watched

over by all the children. The view from 
inside the classroom


