
from all the staff of
HFSNS

Welcome to our newsletter for Term 1. As always, a huge thank you to Ms. Leonard for producing
such a fantastic, colourful newsletter and thank you to all our contributors to this edition. We have
had a busy first term. We celebrated Maths Week and Science Week. We had Halloween Safety
Talks for everyone and Dog Safety Talks for the third classes and the reading classes. We had our
Book Fair which raised €4237 worth of books for our school. Thank you to the Parents' Association
for all their work in running this event and thank you to you all for supporting it.  Ms. Donnelly's
6th class coordinated our Localise Project for this year. They organised a Readathon for the
school and €4890 was raised for St. Vincent de Paul so thank you again for supporting this very
worthy project. We purchased SuperValu vouchers with the money. Minister Joe O'Brien came out
to the school to meet the children and be part of the presentation of the SuperValu vouchers to
Denis Barry, who is the Coordinator of the River Valley Conference of St. Vincent de Paul. All the
money raised will go to help families in our local community have a nice Christmas. Each of the 6th
classes visited the Crosscare Youth Service in Swords to find out about their youth club and
activities. 
Rainbows got up and running again at the start of December and thank you to all the staff who
volunteer to be part of Rainbows and who support children experiencing grief and loss through
bereavement or separation. 
Our Sporting teams are training hard and we have a great selection of After School Clubs
happening each day. 
Ms. Halpin's and Ms. Rose Nel's Classes went carol singing up in Squibbs to raise money for Cystic
Fibrosis Ireland. We also had a Christmas dress up day and in total, we raised €1785 for Cystic
Fibrosis Ireland 
A group of 5th and 6th class boys visited Coláiste Choilm for the Sports for Success Programme
and another group went to see the Irish National Youth Ballet Production of the Nutcracker in the
Helix. 
We have been practising really hard for the Carol Services on the 19th and 20th December so all in
all, it has been an action packed term. 
Happy Christmas to you all and I hope you have a lovely break. We will see you again at 8.40am on
Thursday 5th January. 
                           
Geraldine Gowen
Principal

Christmas

2022

Shoebox Appeal

Santa's little
helpers

Thank you so much for your generous
donations to our shoebox appeal.  It was

fantastic as always and just over 100
boxes are on the way to be distributed to

children around the world.  



MathsMaths
RiddlesRiddles

We tried the Marshmallow
Challenge. 

The students had to build the
tallest free-standing structure
out of sticks of spaghetti and

mini marshmallows. It's a team
building challenge that works
on communication, leadership

dynamics, collaboration,
innovation and problem

solving strategies, to name a
few.

We kicked off Maths week in Ms Quinn's class with an afternoon of
IZAK9 thanks to Mr. Duffy, who kindly came to the class to share his

expertise. The children had a blast.

Maths WeekMaths Week

  1.  What number goes up and doesn’t come back down?

 2.  If you multiply this number by any other number,
      the answer will always be the same. 
      What number is this?

3.   If two’s company and three’s a crowd, 
       what are four and five?

Answers on the next page



Answers to maths riddles:
1.Your age

2. Zero
3. Nine

3rd Classes, Mr. White’s Class and Mr. O’Driscoll’s Class enjoyed taking
part in a dog safety workshop in preparation for Science Week. In the
workshops, pupils learned about canine body language, petting a dog
correctly, what to do if approached by a dog in the park/beach, working
dogs e.g. guide dogs, and how to take care of a dog at home. The
workshops were hosted by Tanya Booth from ‘The Crate Escape’. Tanya
is a local dog groomer and provides workshops to adults and children on
safety around dogs. Pupils brought home leaflets with images and
descriptions of various canine body language. Both the pupils and the
teachers learned a lot about dogs and really enjoyed having Tanya visit!

On Monday 24th Oct, the DSPCA, Dublin Fire Brigade and Dublin Bus gave us a
talk and presentation about Halloween safety in the hall. Lots of the children

volunteered to help out and do demonstrations. 
A few even won a prize. 

The children did so well and we really enjoyed it.

Our first attempt at drafting an
acrostic poem in room 17. 

And didn't they all do so well? 

Book FairBook Fair
A huge thank you to the volunteers from

the Parents' Association for all their
work on the Book Fair. The children had

a fabulous time. 
Thank you also to Mr Duffy for

coordinating the Book Fair- it took in 
 4237 euro

Dog Safety WorkshopsDog Safety Workshops
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Science Week
Science week was great fun.  We had so many science experiments to try. 
Lava lamps, making butter, marble run, making hovercrafts, skittles, growing mould on bread to name but a few.
The classes rotated around the different classrooms in their class-group and got to try up to six different
experiments.  Fourth class enjoyed our Science Experiments Day on Thursday the 17th of November. The
children had fun building the tallest towers from paper and sellotape, making butter, making a water 
cycle, creating lava lamps, doing a marble run and seeing the fruity sweets colour mixing experiment. 
Fifth class had to build bridges using recyclable materials.  
It was a fun week being scientists and learning about all the different jobs that involve 
Science.  We had science facts read out every day over the intercom and we had quizzes 
on the whiteboard.  Thanks to Ms. Sarah Walsh, Ms. Maryrose Walsh, Ms. Ciara Hanley, 
Ms. Katie O'Connor and Mr. Kieran Murray for co-ordinating science week.

The winning bridge from
Ms. Mc Donagh's Class



On Friday 11th November, Ms. Donnelly's and Mr. Duffy’s classes
visited the Dáil. Local TD Alan Farrell arranged a wonderful tour
of both the Dáil and the Seanad. The children really enjoyed the
opportunity to ask him a range of questions - from what the
government are doing regarding the current price of fuel to if
there was any legislation in the pipeline to ban homework! 
Mr. Farrell TD also sent them all a certificate to commemorate
their trip to Leinster House.

Basketball
A huge number of students
took part in our school
basketball trials in September,
for our senior boys’ and girls’
teams. Well done to everyone
for taking part and showing
such enthusiasm for
basketball. Our teams have
played against Rush NS, St
Helen’s Portmarnock, Scoil
Assaim, Scoil Áine and St.
Oliver Plunkett’s from
Malahide. We are excited to
get our brand new school
basketball kit in January and
can’t wait to proudly represent
our school in more basketball
tournaments in 2023.

Readathon

A visit toA visit to
Leinster HouseLeinster House

Holy Family
Senior School

READATHON

 

Your paragraph text

Ms. Donnelly's 6th class co-ordinated and
led the St Vincent De Paul Annual
Christmas appeal. We came up with the
slogan "Don't judge a book by its cover' and
organised a school-wide readathon.
Everybody in Ms Donnelly's were divided
into pairs and we were allocated to different  
classes. We went to each class and explained
what Localise and the Vincent de Paul do in
our area and how they help people in
Swords. We raised nearly 5000 euro this
year and this money was converted into
food vouchers for Supervalu. It was a
wonderful experience knowing that we have
made a difference to lots of families in
Swords who will be able to put a Christmas
dinner on their tables and help with food
bills over this particularly cold snap. 

 



 
LUCY MURRAY 
in Ms Walsh's 6th
class.  She got an

opportunity to travel
to London to

participate in the
Great Britain Irish

Dancing
Championship and

performed
amazingly.

Late Late Toy Show

Congratulations

SOPHIA MURRAY 
in Ms Parker's 4th class 
who has been chosen to

participate in 
The Helix Christmas  Panto

-
Hansel and  Gretel.

Congratulations

All 6th classes have visited 
 Crosscare in Swords over the last
few weeks. This is a youth service
responding to the needs of young
people. They provide a drop-in
centre with lots of projects and
courses available for young people.

                       A huge thank you to MSD
Biotech for presenting the school with three
boxes of beautiful books for our class
libraries. MSD Biotech has recently been
working with Children's Books Ireland to
fund selections of books from the 'Free to
Be Me' catalogue for local schools. We are
delighted with the range of books we were
given, from picture books to novels as there
is something of interest for everyone. 

MSD Biotech
Thank you

My name is Chloe Ryan.  I got to perform
on The Late Late Toy Show as backing

vocals with the SGPA (Seán Gilligan
Performing Arts) choir for Defying

Gravity. At first when I found out I was so
excited. We had to rehearse in Star

Studios in Kilbarrack. It was amazing
because we got to see a few other acts

rehearse too. We had to be at RTÉ
studios at 9pm because the show

started at 9:35pm. When we got on stage
it was impossible not to smile. Everyone

had a brilliant time and Ryan Tubridy
shook my hand! But most of all we got a

standing ovation. It was an amazing
experience and I will cherish it forever.

 



4th and 6th classes have been working hard on
explanation writing over the last two months. Classes
finally published their writing at the end of November. Ms.
Ralph and Ms. Crossley’s classes came together to
present their explanation writing. Both classes were
nervous to begin with but really enjoyed sharing what
they knew on microclimates, the Great Wall of China, the
Inca people and other geography topics. Both classes
published their work on chromebooks so they were able
to show it to each other. Everyone learned a lot about
each other’s topic and had a good time asking questions!

Explanation Writing
 Ms. Ralph and Ms. Crossley

Leabhar Power
We are delighted to have our
retired volunteers back in school 
to do paired reading with our
students.  We missed them over
the past couple of years.  We
would like to give a huge thanks
to them for giving their time to
the school. 
If you know a retired member of
our community who would like to
volunteer for one/two hours per
week please contact Ms Shelly,
our deputy principal with your
details.

deputyprincipal@holyfamilysns.ie

Sports for Success

Halloween Doors

https://vimeo.com/778464672

We had another wonderful competition to
decorate our classroom doors for

Halloween.  Click on the link to see the
video of these amazing creations 

In November some boys from 5th and 6th class were picked
to go to Colaiste Choilm to do Sports for Success.  We went
down on Thursday mornings.   We had lunch and did PE.  We
had mentors from Transition Year and they showed us
around the school.  It was great fun.

Ivan.

We walked to and from the school, it took about 15 minutes.  
When we arrived we went to the PE hall and we met our
mentors.  We then went to the canteen and had lunch. 
 After lunch we did maths in a classroom, which was simple
but fun.  We went back to the hall and were separated into
two groups to play football.   We did passing and shooting
drills.  Then we broke into three teams and played a
competition.  When we were finished we got our coats and
walked back to school.  

Jonathan



ARTART
GALLERYGALLERY

Bottle
Top
Art

At the end of last year we asked the students and staff of
Holy Family SNS to collect plastic bottle caps for us. We
looked up different murals online and decided to start with
a hot air balloon. We drew the outline and painted the
background. Pupils from 3rd -6th helped to glue the bottle
tops down and complete the finished mural. Thanks to all
those who collected bottle caps.  We are working on our
next project. This will be displayed in our school soon. 

 Ms.Walsh, Ms. Murray and Ms. O’Connor 

Colourful
Corridors


